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Yagan Square is a project of local 

and state significance for the city 

of Perth and Western Australia, 

located at the east end of the new 

MRA Citylink development which 

seeks to physically reconnect 

Northbridge with the Perth’s 

CBD (and the Swan River). Yagan 

Square is a major civic space and 

performance venue, a flora reserve, 

a fresh food market, public realm 

art destination, a watercourse play-

scape, a digital animation venue 

and an indigenous education/

visitor information centre.

The design develops a clear cultural idea 

about the place of Yagan Square within 

the city and country, and is representative 

of the idea of convergence: of geologies, 

ecologies, tracks, narratives, of indigenous 

and non-indigenous people. The design 

elements of the meeting place, the digital 

tower, marketplace, playground, landscape 

ecologies and art are arranged to repair and 

amplify connections to the adjacent areas of 

the city and Northbridge.
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New trees to improve 
amenity and habitat

650
30%
More public space  
for Sydney’s inner

9000
Square metres of  
additional green space

The transformation of Darling Harbour in Sydney, 
Australia is the city’s most significant urban 
renewal initiative in 20 years – a once in a 
generation opportunity to remake a critical, 
central neighbourhood. 

The harbour-side precinct is now home to the 
International Convention Centre Sydney (ICC 
Sydney), comprising three exceptional new 
venues, set within a 20-hectare public precinct of 
reinvigorated parklands, plazas and event spaces 
– with better pedestrian, cycle and public 
transport connections for this previously 
disconnected part of central Sydney. 

The client envisioned a high-quality, open and 
flexible public realm that enabled a wide variety 
of casual and programmed uses. A place full of 
great spaces that heighten the experience of 
visitors to the venues, while presenting as 
attractions in their own right, and inspiring  
repeat visits. 

An integrated design amplifies the spaces  

and experiences

The Darling Harbour public realm was delivered 
through a close, interdisciplinary collaboration. 
This approach enabled an elegant design that 
integrates the public landscape and customised 
artworks with the architecture, maximising the 
public open space, cultural features, connectivity 
and views. 

All three ICC Sydney buildings are united through 
their continuous landscape base, terraces and 
materials. The urban landscape blends 
seamlessly with the surrounds and encourages 
permeability of the wider area. It integrates with 
the ICC Exhibition building façade, to deliver a 
terraced landscape, elevated event deck and 
expansive grassland green roof, connected by 
pathways and platforms that overlook the 
precinct. 

Creating an authentic, captivating and 

sustainable place

 
The Darling Harbour transformation project has 
delivered: 

 _A dynamic events precinct that is culturally, 
economically and environmentally rich, including 
three public venues and Tumbalong Park as a 
high-capacity, open-air event space with staging 
facilities.
 _A connected precinct with an enhanced network 
of lanes and streets; including The Boulevard, a 
680m-long, Eucalypt-lined promenade that 
anchors the entire site.
 _More diverse public experiences through 
engaging urban spaces, such as the Chinese 
Garden Square – a forecourt to the existing 
Chinese Garden of Friendship that features 
shallow water pools for children’s play and acts 
as a market and event space for the precinct. 
 _A greener harbour with 650 new trees and 
9,000sqm of additional green space, improving 

amenity and habitat through the extensive use 
of native species. Crepe myrtle has also been 
used as a nod to neighbouring Chinatown.
 _A narrative for Darling Harbour and a distinctly 
‘Sydney’ experience. The stories of the site come 
alive through a wide range of curated artworks 
and landscape features inspired by Darling 
Harbour’s history and ecology. Sculptures, audio 
and visual installations, including a 600sqm 
mural of indigenous flora embedded in the walls 
of the terraced landscape, provide new points of 
fun and intrigue. And active water fountains 
celebrate the waterfront location.

The project has received a 6 Star Green Star 
Communities rating from the Green Building 
Council of Australia. The design embraces the  
city’s wider sustainability goals for open spaces 
through integrated WSUD solutions, green spaces, 
public transport connections and improved 
walkability. It has delivered 30 per cent more 
public space for Sydney’s inner-city. 

By creating more inclusive and engaging new 
places and improving existing locations, the 
precinct’s appeal has increased with locals and 
visitors alike – generating ongoing social, 
economic and environmental benefits.

The revitalised public realm is turning Darling 
Harbour into one of the world’s best urban places 
to live, learn, meet and be entertained – a place 
that people return to time and again.

Darling Harbour Public Realm 
Sydney, Australia
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IFLA ASIA-PAC LA Awards 2019, Cultural and Urban Landscape

To preserve aspects of the original green 

space, lush greenery is integrated into the 

design to compensate for the green spaces 

that were previously part of the park.

A variety of greenery – trees, shrubs and creepers, envelops the mass of the building, mitigating its visual impact on the massing. They serve as natural screens for the indoor areas by reducing heat gain.

View of Heartbeat@Bedok from Bedok North Street 1.

The previous site was a park with dense landscape and mature trees. This lead to the same Forestry theme that echoes throughout the development – retaining the character of a community park.

1. Pedestrians used to traverse the  

    existing site in a diagonal path.

2. The diagonal circulation and the existing  

    park were used as a design operator.

3. The building elements were then designed  

     around the circulation path.

4. Final Massing

Heartbeat@Bedok is a luxuriant development located in 

a matured housing estate in Singapore. It is pioneer to 

housing multiple agencies managing different facilities 

from healthcare to recreation, and bring residents of 

different backgrounds together, improving social ties and 

cultivating community spirit. 

The civic development is predicated on the increasing 

number of elderly within the area, with roughly 14-18 

percent of residents in Bedok aged 65 and above. This 

prompted various designs and conveniences catered for 

active ageing.

In reverence to its historical park of dense landscapes 

and mature trees, the proposed design carries the same 

Forestry theme throughout the development, retaining 

the character of a community park. The verdure is 

practical, utilised as privacy and acoustic screens from 

the neighbouring residential units. 

To create an environmentally progressive building for 

the tropical climate, passive environmental designs were 

spaces, self-shading facades and cross ventilation. In 

fact, the extensive landscape area is irrigated using 

harvested rainwater, with sensors to reduce potable 

water use. 

management were integrated into the building’s 

extensive landscaping, resulting in an overall design  

 

community driven.

Heartbeat@Bedok sits on a community park that has been central to 

the neighborhood since 1960s. Its design took into consideration the 

accessibility of the park and its connectivity to the surrounding area. 
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Scarborough  

Foreshore  

Redevelopment

Project statement:

This project transforms a 

disconnected and carpark-

dominated beachfront into 

one of Australia’s most iconic 

urban beach experiences – a 

precinct focused on health, 

wellness and celebration. 

The central ambition 

underpinning the project was 

to reduce the impact that 

road infrastructure has on the 

precinct, remove carparking 

and return Scarborough 

Foreshore to the people. 

The design is defined by two 

main pedestrian promenades 

that provide clear circulation 

and frame new amenities and 

recreational opportunities 

along the beachfront. 

The project was highly 

collaborative, with the lead 

designers working with 

specialist skate and play 

designers on the skate 

park, and local architects 

on the shade arbours, as 

well as an Indigenous artist 

on integrated artwork that 

incorporates place-based 

cultural heritage elements. 

The project includes civic 

plazas and new development 

zones, opportunities for 

jogging, bouldering, skating, 

cycling and other active uses, 

and provision for retail and 

food/beverage outlets. 

In the north of the site a new 

11-metre turfed landform 

has been created from the 

recycled spoil called Sunset 

Hill – it allows spectacular 

views over the Indian Ocean, 

particularly at sunset, as well 

as up and down the beach.

The project serves as 

an example of how tired 

urban waterfronts can be 

transformed into multi-layered 

landscapes promoting health 

and wellbeing. 
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